EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND CARE
Bulgaria is a republic with a parliamentary system of government. The territory
of the Republic of Bulgaria is divided into 28 regions and 264 municipalities. The
public education system includes kindergartens (detska gradina), schools and
education services. Bulgarian is the official language in kindergartens.
There are state, municipal and private kindergartens. The state kindergartens
are regarded as being of national importance and therefore are directly funded by the
central authorities, the Ministry of Education and Science or other ministries and
bodies. The municipal kindergartens may be opened, transformed or closed upon an
order issued by the mayor of the municipality following a decision of the Municipal
Council. The funds for Education and Care in Early Childhood (ECEC) provision for
the municipal kindergartens are allocated at local level by municipalities. Private
nurseries (detska yasla – for children from 10 months to 3 years old) and kindergartens
are not subsidized from the public funds.
Kindergartens may be full-day, half-day or weekly. They are intended for
children aged 3-6/7 years old, until their enrolment in primary school. Full-day and
weekly kindergartens can also accommodate nursery groups for the youngest children
aged 10 months up to 3 years old, until the age they start first grade (unitary settings).
Public support for children in state and municipal kindergartens comes from the public
budget at central and municipal level respectively. Parents pay fees to the extent
determined by the Municipal Council, in compliance with the Local Taxes and Fees
Act. Children are enrolled in kindergartens only if their parents or guardians so wish.
Parents or guardians are also free to choose which kindergarten their child attends.
During the school year 2007/2008 74.8 % of children aged between 3 and 6 years are
enrolled in kindergartens (National Statistical Institute). Under the National Education
Act, as of the 2003/04 school year, it is compulsory for all children (at six years olds)
to attend a preparatory year group (podgotvitelna grupa) either at kindergarten
or at primary school, where they acquire early education and care, specially designed
and intended to prepare them for primary school.
The state educational requirements for pre-primary education, training and care
define the study content of pre-primary education. For the purposes of the education

and care of children in compulsory preparatory groups at kindergartens, the
Ministry of Education and Science has developed and introduced different modules:
one for children who have already attended kindergarten; one for those who have
never attended kindergarten and a special one for children whose mother tongue is not
Bulgarian. There is a special legal provision in place stating that children aged 3-6
who do not have sufficiently good command of Bulgarian must attend additional
'classes' in order to pick up the language. This Bulgarian language training follows a
specially designed methodology.
Children with special needs are entitled to receive education and care in
mainstream kindergartens. Kindergarten heads are legally required to enrol children
with special needs and those deemed to be 'at risk' along with other children.
Exceptions from this rule, allowing children to be enrolled in 'special' settings
providing early education and care, may be made only in very few cases:
• if all other possibilities for enrolling these children in mainstream public
kindergartens (state or municipal) have been exhausted;
• if the parents express such a wish in writing.
The minimum education and training required for teaching staff employed to
provide early education and care for children in kindergartens and nurseries. The
initial education and training is provided by higher education institutions and the
prospective teachers must acquire at least a 'Professional Bachelor in Education'
degree or Bachelor degree (4 years at ISCED level 5A). There are also centres for inservice training for teachers working with younger children deemed to be 'at risk',
opened by the Ministry of Education and Science as specialized units, and others
operate within the structure of the universities, providing training courses.

