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All Children in School by 2015 
 

 Global Initiative on Out-of-School Children  

 Romania Country Study 

 

Background 

“All Children in School by 2015. Global Initiative on Out-of-School Children: Romania Country Study” 
was developed through a partnership between the Ministry of National Education, the Ministry of 
Labour, Family, Social Protection and Senior Citizens, the National Institute of Statistics (NIS), the 
Institute of Education Sciences, and UNICEF. 

The study is part of a global initiative on Out-of-School Children, launched at the beginning of 2010 by 
UNICEF and the UNESCO Institute for Statistics to stimulate more complex, more informed and better 
monitored policies in the area of exclusion from education. The initiative targets 26 countries which 
have conducted in-depth analyses of the situation of children who are out of school or at risk of being 
left behind by the education system, including exclusion determinants and existing policies meant to 
enhance school participation. 

The goal of this global initiative is to inspire educational research and country-level studies conducted 

based on inter-institutional collaboration. The initiative also aims at building national capacities to 

collect and manage educational statistics, to analyse policies and to develop statistics-based national 

strategies. The global initiative and the country-level report start from the premise that a good 

understanding of the dimensions of exclusion is the key to efficient drop-out prevention policies.  

 

Statistics 

The study draws on the NIS data related to preschool, primary and lower secondary school enrolment 
and drop-out reported in Romanian public and private educational establishments between 2005 and 
2009. Furthermore, the study uses the data on the students’ economic background as resulting from 
the NIS-conducted Household Budget Survey (HBS), as well data from other thematic reports. 

Thus, in 2009: 

 Nearly 20% of all preschool age children (3-6 years) were not in kindergarten; 

 8% (more than 65,000 children) of all primary school age children (7-10 years) and over 5% 
(more than 50,000) of all lower secondary school age children (11-14 years) were not in 
school; 

 Data shows that the drop-out rate is higher in primary school boys, whereas same aged girls 
are faced more with the risk of never attending school; 
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 The highest age-based percentage of primary school age children who are out of school is that 
of 7-year-olds; 

 Whilst the number of lower secondary school age children who were not in school slightly 
dropped over the researched period, the number of primary school age children in that position 
increased from 3.33% to 6.48%; 

 Lower secondary school age children from rural areas have the highest risk of non-attendance; 

 Most out-of-school children attended school in the past! 

 

Groups of children at risk  

 Children from rural areas;  

 Children from poor families;   

 Roma children;  

 Children with special educational needs. 

 

Risk factors for non-attendance 

 Poverty and child involvement in working activities; 

 Parents that are poorly educated and unaware of the importance of education; 

 Discrimination and a culture of inclusion that is insufficiently developed;  

 Teaching methods that are insufficiently adapted to the needs of at-risk children; 

 Lack of an appropriate school infrastructure. 

 

Recommendations 

 Adopt a unitary definition of drop-out; 

 Recognise the importance and skills of teachers working with at-risk children;  

 Valorise the school-parents partnership;  

 Introduce the portable gradebook/academic passport for children with parents abroad;  

 Use the educational risk mapping tool to assess the performance of schools;  

 Teacher training programmes aimed at the early identification of children with special 
educational needs and the development of inclusive education.  


