


still, in all cases we saw this huge
discrepancy between school and

home standards of hygiene.

The matter of school toilets in Serbia
cries out for a solution. Luckily, this
is a problem that can be solved in
a matter of months. The price at-
tached to the solution is something
that Serbia need not ask donations
for. We believe that it is pointless
to talk about education reform, a
complex and long lasting process,
before solving this simple, yet im-
portant problem. We also believe
that Serbia has no moral right to ask
for financial help from abroad for its
educational reform if it is not willing
to immediately solve these kinds
of problems. If Serbia wishes to be
treated as a part of Europe it must

emulate Europe’s standards.

Our proposal is that the Ministry of
Education go about defining a set of
realistic standards with respect to
this, as well as of ways for monitor-
ing the compliance of schools with

the new standards.

To some all of this may not seem to
be such a problem. In fact, the ma-
jority of teachers and school admin-
istrators we talked with invariably
did not see this as such a big deal.

In fact, we believe that it is a big

deal. These is no clearer indication
of the estrangement between local
communities and their schools than
the fact that the two abide by differ-
ent sets of standards with respect to

such a basic thing as hygiene.

These kind of schools are obviously
not safe environments. What is even
worse is that, instead of being in-
stitutions perceived to be playing a
progressive role in their local com-
munities, such schools automatically
identify themselves with backward,
regressive attitudes and mind sets.
In fact, how can such schools have
a positive attitude toward reform?
How can they instill in their teachers,
students and their parents the belief

that positive change is possible?

Anyone who believes that the prob-
lem of school toilets has been over-
stated should look at the pictures in
Appendix H. Facing a problem need
not be palatable, but it is the first
and most important step to solving
it.

In the world we live in free and un-
limited information exchange is a
prerequisite, particularly for schools.
Serbia is a poor country, and so
things like access of schools to the
Internet are still far from being uni-

versal. We will look at the state of
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